
Institute of Certified Management Accountants of Sri Lanka 
Operational Level – Business English II (BE II /SK 2) –Pilot Paper 

 
 

1

       
© Copyright Reserved                              Serial No……………… 

Institute of Certified Management Accountants of Sri Lanka 
 

Operational Level 
Pilot Paper 

Instructions to Candidates 
1. Time allowed is two (3) hours. 
2. Answer all questions. 
3. The answers should be given in the English Language. 

 

Subject Subject Code 

Business English II (BE II / SK 2) 
 

 
 

Question No .1 (05 Marks) 
 
Turn the following statements into (a) questions (b) negative.  
 
(a) The files lying over there are ours.  
 

(b) They can inform the authorities if there is a problem. 
 

(c) It is drizzling outside. 
 

(d) Members who have not paid their subscriptions are entitled to vote. 
 

(e) You must tell her everything.  
 

(f) Their neighbours mind their own business.  
 

(g) My father did a regular job. 
 

(h) I wash my car every day. 
 

(i) The Directors see eye to eye with their Chairman.  
 

(j) This table fits the available space.  
(10 × ½ Marks = Total 5 Marks) 

 
 

Question No .2 (10 Marks) 
 
Write the following passage using the correct form of the verb given in brackets. In your answer, 
please highlight all ten verbs. 
 
Latin (speak) by the Romans, who (take) the language with them to several countries which they 
(conquer). In these countries Latin (undergo) various changes and eventually (develop) into 
French, Spanish, Portuguese and Rumanian. In Italy, too, Latin (evolve) and although Italian 
(resemble) Latin more than any other modern language (do), it cannot (understand) by an Italian 
who (not study) the language. 

(10 × 1 Mark = Total 10 Marks) 
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Question No .3 (10 Marks) 
 
Write each sentence using the most suitable tense from those given in brackets. Highlight the 
tense that you select as your answer. 
 
(a) Your suggestion (discussing / is being discussed / discussed / discusses / is discussed) by 

the staff at this moment.  
 
(b) Most of the city (was flooded / flooded / had been flooded / was being flooded / had 

flooded) during the heavy monsoon rains last December. 
 
(c) He (would have replied / will reply / would reply / have replied) by email if he knew I 

wanted the information urgently. 
 
(d) Our roof (has been repaired / has repaired / repaired / is being repaired / had been repaired) 

several times this year but it is still leaking. 
 
(e) When Deepani goes to work her baby (is looked after / was looked after / looking 

after / looks after / is being looked after) by her mother.  
(10 × 1 Mark = Total 10 Marks) 

 
 
Question No .4 (10 Marks) 
 
Write these sentences with the most suitable preposition from those listed within brackets.  
 
(a) The student who got full marks was suspected (with / of / by / for / about) cheating. 

 

(b) He asked many questions but they were not relevant (for / to / with / about / in) the subject 
we were discussing. 

 

(c) She apologized (in / about / on / for / from) not keeping her promise. 
 

(d) All the candidates were considered well qualified (for / to / by / from / on) the post. 
 

(e) The manager insisted (in / on / by / from / to) knowing the reason for the shortfall. 
 

(f) He could not call himself a friend of the Minister but he was at least acquainted (with / 
from / on / in / to) him.  

 

(g) The Director hinted (at / to / of / over / up) the possibility of a Christmas bonus for all 
workers. 

 

(h) Women in most developing countries have been victims (of / from / by / through / to) 
gender discrimination. 

 

(i) A friend is a person you should be able to count (by / for / with / on / in) when you are in 
difficulties. 

 

(j) She decided (about / on / over / with / at / for) legal action to protect her own reputation. 
(10 × 1 Mark = Total 10 Marks) 
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Question No .5 (03 Marks) 
 
Arrange the following items so that each group makes a proper sentence.  
 

        (a)                                   (b)                             (c) 
          

 the people                   she gave            the 
 said                 the job                        watching                                         
 all                 because              most 

              agreed with                  the work                         thing 
 what          with                                I enjoy  
 the speaker                   up   is 
 she couldn’t                   TV   cope 

(3 × 1 Mark = Total 3 Marks) 
 
 

Question No .6 (18 Marks) 
 
Select a word from the list at the end for each blank in the following passage. Prepare a numbered 
list in your answer sheet. 

HOW VOLCANOES ARE FORMED 
 

Volcanoes come into existence as the result of several factors. (1) _____ the composition and 
nature of the earth (2) _____ a basic factor. Then, (3) _____ is the factor of temperature and 
pressure. And (4) _____ there is the frequency and repetition (5) _____ the subsequent eruptions. 
In certain parts of the (6) _____, the earth’s crust, made up of different (7) _____ of rock, is 
thinner (8) _____ in other parts. The temperature underneath is very, (9) _____ hot; it is so hot 
(10) _____ the rocks melt and (11) _____ a boiling liquid. This liquid collects (12) _____ pools 
beneath the earth’s crust. As this (13) _____ boils, it gives off gases, (14) _____ press against the 
relatively thinner crust (15) _____ that point. The pressure increases owing (16) _____ the great 
heat and then that (17) _____ creates still more gases. (18) _____, the crust cannot resist any 
longer. Consequently, (19) _____ melted rock –a fiery liquid indeed- (20) _____ driven by the 
force (21) _____ the pressure and it bursts (22) _____ the crust of the earth. The pressure sends 
the (23) _____ rock and ash upwards towards the (24) _____ like an atomic bomb. The liquid 
(25) _____ and ash cool rather quickly and return (26) _____ a solid state. This new form of rock 
(27) _____ deposited layer upon layer and (28) _____ new eruption adds more material           
(29) _____ the fresh surface, which is often shaped like a cone. This (30) _____ is a mountain of 
varying height, (31) _____ a hollow core. The height of the cone depends (32) _____ how 
concentrated and (33) _____ frequent the eruptions are. Some volcanoes (34) _____ quite small, 
while others (35) _____ continue to grow because of (36) _____ repeated eruptions. 
 

Words to use.  (4 words will be needed more than once) 
 

are at become  cone each  finally first 
heat how in is  layers liquid may 
melted  of on rock sky than that 
the  there  Through To Very Which With 
World       

(36 × ½ Marks = Total 18 Marks) 
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Question No .7 (22 Marks) 
 
Read the follow passage and answer the questions that follow (The paragraphs have been 
numbered for you convenience).  
 
(1) Now hope is on the move. According to the Pew Research Centre, some 87% of Chinese, 

50% of Brazilians and 45% of Indians think their country is going in the right direction, 
whereas 31% of Britons, 30% of Americans and 26% of the French do not. Companies, 
meanwhile, are investing in “emerging markets” and sidelining the developed world. 
 

(2) The West’s growing pessimism is reshaping political life. Two years after Barack Obama’s 
hope-filled inauguration the mood in Washington is as glum as it has been since Jimmy 
Carter argued that America was suffering from “malaise”. The Democrats’ dream that the 
country was on the verge of a 1960s-style liberal renaissance foundered in the mid-terms. 
 

(3) Europe, meanwhile, has been mass protests, some of them violent, on the streets of Athens, 
Dublin, London, Madrid, Paris and Rome. If the countries on the European Union’s 
periphery are down in the dumps it is hardly surprising, but there is pessimism at its more 
successful core too. The bestselling book in Germany is Thilo Sarrazin’s “Germany Does 
Away with Itself”, a jeremiad about the “fact” that less able women (particularly Muslims) 
are having more children than their brighter sisters. French intellectuals will soon have 
Jean-Pierre Chevenement’s “Is France Finished?” on their shelves alongside Eric 
Zemmour’s “French Melancholy”. 
 

(4) The immediate explanation for this asymmetry is the economic crisis, which has not just 
shaken Westerners’ confidence in the system that they built, but also widened the growth 
gap between mature and emerging economies. China and India are growing by 10% and 
9%, compared with 3% for America and 2% for Europe. Many European countries’ 
unemployment rates are disgraceful even by their own dismal standards: 41% of young 
Spaniards are unemployed, for example. And the great American job machine has stalled: 
one in ten is unemployed and more than a million may have given up looking for work. 
 

(From the London Economist) 

Para 1 (2 × 1 Mark = 02 Marks) 
Quote the word which means 
(a) Approximately    (b) Ignoring   

 

Para 2 (3 × 1 Mark = 03 Marks) 
Quote the word which means 
(a) The opposite of ‘optimism’ (b) Not hopeful  (c) collapsed  
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Para 3  
(a) Which four-word phrase supports the meaning of ‘pessimism’?          (03 Marks) 

 
(b) Which two nouns mean the opposite of each other?           (2 × 1 Mark = 02 Marks) 

 
(c) Which publications reflect the mood of pessimism in Europe?    (3 × 1 Mark = 03 Marks) 

 

Para 4  
(a) What consequences are mentioned of the economic crisis?           (03 Marks) 

 
(b) What examples are given of the gap between mature and emerging economics?(03 Marks) 

 

The whole passage 
Suggest a headline for this passage.            (03 Marks) 

 
 
 

Question No .8 (22 Marks) 
 
Write a composition of not more than 800 words on one of the following subjects. (22 marks @ 
10 marks for English, 10 marks for subject matter and 2 marks for neatness and legibility). 

 
(a) Suggestions for reducing road accidents in Sri Lanka. 

  
(b) Why does poverty exist in the world? 

 
(c) Sri Lanka in 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 


