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Instructions to Candidates 
1. Time allowed is two (3) hours. 
2. Answer all questions. 
3. The answers should be given in the English Language. 

 

Subject Subject Code 

Business English I (BE I / SK 1) 
 

 

 
 

Question No .1 (05 Marks) 
 
Turn the following statements into (a) questions (b) negative.  
 
(a) The people seated over there are foreign tourists.  
 
(b) She can play the piano very well. 
 
(c) The train to Colombo is late today. 
 
(d) Members of Parliament are entitled to duty free car permits. 
 
(e) We must always tell the truth.  
 
(f) My neighbours throw their refuse on to the road.  
 
(g) My father worked in the Middle East as a plumber. 
 
(h) I always go to work by train. 
 
(i) They try to understand our problems.  
 
(j) This set of questions looks very easy.  

(10 × ½ Marks = Total 5 Marks) 
 
 

Question No .2 (05 Marks) 
 
Write the following passage using the correct form of the verb given in brackets. In your answer, 
please highlight all ten verbs. 
 
The results of the GCE (A/L) examination (announce) in the first week of next month. My friend 
Peter (hope) he (pass) all four subjects, but he (warn) by his teacher (not expect) a pass in 
Mathematics. If he (fail) in Mathematics, he (sit) the examination again next year. He (be) very 
keen (do) a Science degree and (apply) for a teaching post. 

(10 × ½ Marks = Total 5 Marks) 
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Question No .3 (05 Marks) 
 
Write each sentence using the most suitable tense from those given in brackets. Please highlight 
the tense that you select as your answer. 
 
(a) I know that they (have worked / are working/ work / were working / have been working) in 

the laboratory at this moment.  
 
(b) Kamal’s father (had worked / has worked / used to work / would work / had been working) 

as a bus conductor when he was young, but now he is a bus driver. 
 
(c) We (would pass / will pass / were passing / would have passed / had passed) our 

examination if we had worked harder. 
 
(d) Before 1948 Sri Lanka (was ruled / had been ruled / has been ruled / is being ruled / would 

be ruled) by the British. 
 
(e) Our lecturers (used to discuss / had discussed / have discussed / were discussing / 

have been discussing) our accommodation problem throughout this morning.  
(5 × 1 Mark = Total 5 Marks) 

 
 
Question No .4 (05 Marks) 
 
Write the following sentences with the most suitable preposition from those listed within 
brackets. Highlight the preposition that you select.  
 
(a) The librarian could not account (about / for / up / from / of) the missing books. 

 

(b) Many candidates spent too much time (in / about / with / on / for) the first part of the 
examination paper. 

 

(c) That noise is preventing me (from / in / by / out / of) concentrating on my report. 
 

(d) The thief was disguised (in / from / under / of / as) a policeman. 
 

(e) The committee arrived (at / into / through / to / on) a decision after several hours’ 
deliberations. 

 

(f) His savings were reduced (to /on /of /over /under) almost nothing by medical expenses.  
 

(g) Have you found the answer (to/ in / from / with / about) the question? 
 

(h) The doctor advised him to abstain (to / from / in / off / on) from alcohol. 
 

(i) The principal congratulated him on the way he had carried (with / through / about / over / 
out) his duties as a prefect. 

 

(j) He prefers badminton (from / to / over / against / upon) volley ball. 
(5 × 1 Mark = Total 5 Marks) 
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Question No .5 (03 Marks) 
 
Arrange the following items in columns so that each group makes a proper sentence.  
 

        (a)                                   (b)                             (c) 
          

 this                     were discussing           shopping 
 Friday                 problem                        we decided                                         
 patient                ten minutes ago            for 

              on                        about                           the whole morning 
 will operate        we                                to go  
 next                    that   the surgeon  

(3 × 1 Mark = Total 3 Marks) 
 
 

Question No .6 (32 Marks) 
 
Select a word from the list at the end for each blank. Prepare a numbered list in your answer 
sheet. 

A Bad Omen 
 

I thought that I didn’t believe in such things as bad omens, (1) _____ two weeks ago, when I (2) 

_____ the following experience.   (3)  ____ I tell you about it.  I (4) _____   up in the morning 

and set (5) _____ my usual daily routine. It was (6) an important day for me (7) _____ I was to 

present a report on (8) ____ research project to my committee of advisers at the university. (10)  

____ they liked my report, I (11) _____ be accepted as a degree candidate. As I (12) _____ about 

to leave the house, I (13) _____ a loud noise that was caused (14) ____ a flock of crows in a large 

tree (15) _____ the house. They were scolding and squawking, obviously (16) _____ disturbed 

about something.  I didn’t (17) ____ much attention, but when I (18) ____ my gate, there on the 

ground (19) _____ was a dead crow! I stepped over (20) ____ in disgust, proceeding on my way. 

A thought crossed (21) ____ mind briefly about omens, and (22) ____ about the importance of 

the first thing you encounter (23) ____ you leave your house. (24) ____ I reached the university, I 

found (25) ____ the most important member of the committee (26) ____ not come because he 

was sick. It (27) ____ decided that I should present my report (28) _____, and when I began I 

realized that I had (29) _____ all my notes at home. The meeting thus turned (30) _____ to be a 

disaster. My advice to you consequently (31) _____ this: if you see a dead crow, (32) _____ go!   

Words to use.  (3 words will be used more than once) 
 
about  especially  left  outside   after 
got  let   pay  an   had 
me  anyway   heard  my   that  
because  if   near  until   by 
is   of    very  opened   as 
don’t  it   out  when   would 

(32 × 1 Mark = Total 32 Marks) 
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Question No .7 (20 Marks) 
 
Read the follow passage and answer the questions that follow.  
 
When historians write about the great recession of 2007–08, they may very well have a new name 
for it: the Mancession. It’s a term already being bandied about in the popular media as business 
writers chronicle the sad tales of the main victims of the recession: men. They were 
disproportionately represented in the industries hit hardest during the downturn, including 
financial services, manufacturing, and construction, and their higher salaries often put them first 
in the line of fire. Men are the victims of two thirds of the 11 million jobs lost since the recession 
began in 2007; in August 2009, when U.S. male unemployment stood at 11 percent (versus 8.3 
for women), it was the largest unemployment gender gap in the postwar era. Those numbers have 
improved, a bit—new unemployment figures show men at 9.9 percent and women at 7.8—but not 
enough to stop Larry Summers, the president’s top economic adviser, from speculating recently, 
that “when the economy recovers, five years from now, one in six men who are 25 to 54 will not 
be working.” 
(From Newsweek) 
 
(a) In one sentence explain why the recession of 2007-2008 is given the name ‘Mancession’?  

(01 Mark) 
 

(b) What specific reason caused men, more than women, to lose their jobs?        (02 Marks) 

(c) State three industries that were affected by the recession.                  (03 Marks) 
 

(d) Quote the two-word phrase which means “discussed casually”.           (01 Mark) 
 
(e) Quote the five-word phrase which means “most likely to be punished”.        (01 Mark) 
 
(f) Quote the single word which means             (03 Marks)  
 

tell the story of, record;  
 

out of proportion;  
 

the same as ‘recession;’ supposing 
 

(g) Give statistics to show that men more than women were the victims of the recession.  
(03 Marks) 

(Total 20 Marks) 
 
Question No .8 (15 Marks) 

 
Write a composition on one of the following topics.  
(a) An unforgettable experience in my life.   
(b) The need for good governance in our country. 
(c) Some consequences of the uncontrolled import of cars.  

(Total 20 Marks) 
End of Question Paper 

 


